
AGI - Ganascia  
Raw transcript of the Google Notebook “podcast”


Man | 00:00.060


Ever scroll through Twitter and feel like suddenly everyone's an expert on like 
the singularity and robots taking over and all that? We're going deep on that 
today, you know, kind of trying to get past the hype and really understand AGI, 
Artificial General Intelligence. Yeah. And we've got a great guide for this one. 
Yeah. I think.


Woman | 00:19.068


We're breaking down this interview with J.G. Ganasciaa, who is an AI 
researcher and philosopher. And I think. One of the really interesting things 
right off the bat was how he approaches the question of like who we should 
really be concerned about when it comes to AI.


Man | 00:34.077


Hmm. OK. So not the Terminator scenario then?


Woman | 00:36.980


Not quite. OK. So, you know, most people are kind of worried about this AI 
apocalypse. Right. But Ganascia's argument is that we should actually be 
paying more attention to the humans who are in control of this technology. OK. 
Like he even specifically mentions Elon Musk and Sam Altman.


Man | 00:51.832


Oh, wow. Bringing in the big guns already. That's. Yeah. Those are some pretty 
powerful people. What's Ganascia's concern with them specifically?


Woman | 01:00.377


Well, you know, while they're out there talking about how AI is potentially 
dangerous, their proposed solutions could actually give them more control 
over our lives. Like think about something like Neuralink, right? Like Elon 
Musk's project. That's aiming to merge human brains with AI. Yeah. It sounds 
crazy. Like it's something out of a sci-fi movie, but the implications are huge.


Man | 01:24.308
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It's like that line from Fahrenheit 451. I'm not afraid of robots. I'm afraid of 
people, people, people.


Woman | 01:28.691


Yeah.


Man | 01:29.611


Ganache is saying like, hey, this tech is really cool, but don't forget who's 
actually in charge here. Right. It's so easy to get caught up in that fear of AI 
becoming self-aware. But are we missing the fact that humans are already 
shaping how it's developed and how it's used?


Woman | 01:44.622


Absolutely. And, you know, that human element always comes with its own 
biases and agendas. Right. Like we fall into this trap of thinking about 
intelligence as this. One dimensional thing that we can like measure. Right. But 
what if it's a lot more complicated than that?


Man | 01:56.693


Yeah, like those ideas about multiple intelligence.


Woman | 01:59.015


Like people have different strengths. Some people are good with words. Some 
people are good with logic. Some people are musical. Some people 
understand the natural world. Exactly. There's so many different ways to be 
intelligent.


Man | 02:09.779


And that's his point, right? Like maybe this obsession with creating like a 
single all-powerful AGI is misguided because it doesn't actually reflect The 
reality.


Woman | 02:20.320


That's a good stuff to say.


Man | 02:21.361


Yeah. Right. Like neuroscience shows us that our brains are literally wired 
differently. Right. Our cognitive abilities vary so much from person to person.
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Woman | 02:31.748


So if we can't even figure out what human intelligence is, how can we possibly 
recreate it? Right. It's like trying to hit a moving target in the dark.


Man | 02:40.614


Exactly.


Woman | 02:41.655


But okay, so let's shift gears a bit to some of the advancements we're seeing. 
Okay. AI can create these crazy realistic. images and text now, does Ganascia 
buy into any of the whole like machines are becoming sentient stuff?


Man | 02:56.608


That's where it gets really interesting. I think Ganascia's point is that AI can 
mimic certain parts of human intelligence really, really well. Right.


Woman | 03:03.812


Like facial recognition or even playing complex games like Go or chess. Yeah. 
But it's a mistake to say that that's the same thing as actual consciousness.


Man | 03:13.598


So it's more like a really good imitation game. Yeah. We're impressed by what 
AI can do. Yeah. But Ganascia wants us to remember it's still just a tool.


Woman | 03:24.036


It's a tool.


Man | 03:24.797


Operating within the limits of how it's programmed.


Woman | 03:27.039


And to illustrate this point, he actually brings up this fascinating historical 
parallel. Okay. With the philosopher Blaise Pascal. Okay. Back in the 17th 
century. Okay. He created a mechanical calculator.


Man | 03:39.267


Wait, people were freaking out about calculators being sentient back then.
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Woman | 03:42.609


Believe it or not. Wow. Even back then. Okay. People were already thinking 
about can machines think and Pascal argued that just because a machine can 
simulate thought Processes right it doesn't mean that it has the same kind of 
consciousness or free will that a human does okay,


Man | 04:00.000


right? So like the classic chess example, yeah, like machines can be 
grandmasters now, but are they? Strategizing with the same awareness or 
emotional investment.


Woman | 04:09.625


Yeah, are they feeling it like a human player does no, right? And he uses that 
exact example, which I think is fascinating, that centuries later, we're still 
wrestling with these same questions about thought and consciousness in the 
age of AI.


Man | 04:24.592


It's amazing how some things never change. Yeah. Hundreds of years ago, 
people were asking the same questions about machines and thought. Yeah. 
And here we are today with AI creating art and music, even writing poetry. 
Right. Are we getting any closer to a real answer on whether machines can be 
creative?


Woman | 04:43.920


I mean, it depends what you mean by creativity, right? Like, Ganasciaa points 
out that some early computer-generated art and music actually used 
randomness to try to simulate creativity.


Man | 04:53.022


So just like throwing spaghetti at the wall and seeing what sticks? Well,


Woman | 04:55.683


not exactly, but, you know, there is an element of that. Even today, with all the 
advancements, AI still relies on these huge data sets of existing... human 
creations.


Man | 05:06.967
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So it's more like sophisticated mimicry. Yeah. Than true originality.


Woman | 05:11.049


Yeah and you know it's interesting ganashia seems less concerned with the 
output itself. Okay. And more concerned with what it says about us.


Man | 05:19.372


How we react to it.


Woman | 05:20.272


Exactly. Yeah. Like we start attributing all these human-like qualities to


Man | 05:25.335


AI. Ascribing consciousness and emotions. Yeah. When in reality it's still just 
complex algorithms.


Woman | 05:30.977


Right like we do that with our smartphones.


Man | 05:32.457


Oh totally. Siri misunderstood me or. My GPS is being stubborn today.


Woman | 05:36.855


Exactly. It's such a human thing to do. But with AI, we have to remember to 
keep that critical distance. Okay. Because as Ganascia says, if we're not 
careful, we risk giving up our own autonomy. Wow. Our decision-making power 
to the people who control these tools.


Man | 05:52.659


So where does that leave us? What's the takeaway for the average person 
who's just trying to make sense of all this?


Woman | 05:57.721


I think Ganascia offers a really important reality check. Okay. He's saying we 
need to look beyond the hype. Right. All the sensational headlines. Yeah. And 
really think critically about what AI actually is, its limitations, and most 
importantly, who's controlling it.
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Man | 06:13.083


It's like, don't believe everything you read.


Woman | 06:15.644


Right.


Man | 06:16.344


But for AI, it's don't believe every cool demo you see.


Woman | 06:20.646


Exactly. We need to be asking those tough questions. Like what? Like who 
benefits from this technology? And at what cost to our freedom and autonomy 
are we okay with... Handing over control of our lives to algorithms.


Man | 06:35.057


It's a call to action to be more informed. Yeah. To be engaged citizens in this 
age of technology.


Woman | 06:41.301


Absolutely. We can't just sit back and be passive.


Man | 06:44.203


Yeah, we can't just let it happen.


Woman | 06:45.704


Ganascia's perspective reminds us that the future of AI is not predetermined. 
Okay. It's being shaped right now.


Man | 06:51.888


By us.


Woman | 06:52.508


By the choices we're making, by the questions we're asking.


Man | 06:55.130
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And he even makes the point that someone like Elon Musk with his Neuralink 
project. Right. Could be a bigger threat to our autonomy. than AI itself.


Woman | 07:03.175


It's a really interesting thought, isn't it?


Man | 07:04.775


It's kind of mind blowing. Yeah. Like we're so worried about AI outsmarting us. 
Right. That we're missing how it's already changing the balance of power.


Woman | 07:12.177


Exactly. And that's what I think is so valuable about Ganascia's perspective. 
He's not just an AI expert. Right. He's bringing in these philosophical and 
ethical questions. Yeah. Reminding us that this isn't just some abstract 
technological issue. This is about real world consequences for all of us.


Man | 07:29.042


It's wild, right? Right. We're worried about our phones being sentient, but we 
should be asking bigger questions.


Woman | 07:34.084


Yeah, totally. It's about taking control back. Yeah. You know, making sure tech 
serves us, not the other way around.


Man | 07:39.665


But how do we even do that? It feels like every day there's a new headline 
about AI doing something even crazier. Like, can we even keep up, let alone 
actually shape where this is all going?


Woman | 07:50.088


You know what Ganascia would say? He'd say it starts with conversations like 
this. Really? Absolutely. Questioning these assumptions, you know, hearing 
different perspectives. And most importantly, not being afraid to speak up. We 
got to demand a future where tech helps us, not controls us.


Man | 08:04.757


So be informed, be engaged, not just along for the ride.
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Woman | 08:08.859


Exactly. We can't be passive about this stuff. Ganascia reminds us that 
nobody's written the rulebook on AI yet.


Man | 08:14.401


Right. It's still being written.


Woman | 08:15.462


We're all shaping it right now by the choices we make, the questions we ask, 
how much attention we're paying.


Man | 08:20.944


So really the question isn't, is AGI coming for us?


Woman | 08:23.845


It's what do we want from it? Hmm. You said it. It's not about being afraid of 
the future. It's about creating it with our values, with our voices and making 
sure that tech makes us more human, not less.


Man | 08:36.135


That's a great place to leave it on, I think. For everyone listening, we want to 
know your take on all of this. Are we the ones who need to be controlled? 
What do you think? Head to our website or find us on social media. Let's keep 
this conversation going. This is just the beginning and it's going to be 
fascinating.
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